Cathy’s Corner: Newsletter from IGHSAU Softball Coordinator of Officials
Welcome 2022 IGHSAU Softball! This newsletter is to help IGHSAU umpires with information
needed for the season. Our goal is to make umpires better!
Important Dates:
First practice date
First game
Tournament Dates to remember:
Regional Dates
1A/ 2A
3A
4A/5A
State Tournament – Fort Dodge

May 2
May 23
July
July
July
July

1, 6, 8, 11
6, 9, 12
7, 9, 12
18-22

Picture credits – the first pic is to show the difference between all the different kinds of gray
pants available to umpires. The pair on the far left is charcoal or dark gray – not for use in
IGHSAU softball. The pair on the far right is a light gray, also not suitable for IGHSAU softball.
The middle two are sold as heather gray and acceptable for IGHSAU. The second from the left is
the heather gray preferred for post season and required for state tournament assignments.
The second pic shows a strong safe signal. Look how the umpire’s eyes are still on the play, he is
stepping toward the play and the ‘sell’ safe mechanic. Your mechanics show how well you are
‘into’ the game, how much you have practiced, and creates a call that is less likely to be
questioned. If you wish to have a picture in a future newsletter, please send them to me.

Registration - registration for softball remains open in the Center for Official Services
(Dragonfly). The website is: https://max.dragonflyathletics.com/maxweb/maxcover/login?context=COS. Registration questions and issues with rule meetings and downloads
of certificates should be directed to Sherry@ighsau.org.

Certified Varsity Umpires – to work a varsity game, there must be 2 certified varsity
umpires. To be certified varsity, you must register, watch the online rules meeting, and take
and pass the rules test. Do not work any varsity game without 2 certified varsity umpires. There
are penalties for the schools if varsity games are worked without properly certified umpires.

Clinic - This clinic may still be viewed on the IGHSAU website:
https://ighsau.org/ighsau-officials/
Scroll down to Softball and follow the instructions.
The clinic may be viewed at any time for credit toward post season eligibility, however, we start
assembling state tournament names in the next couple weeks. Please complete your
requirements including the demographic information on Dragonfly. Please call if you have any
issues.

Pitching – we have been working on the pitcher taking or simulate taking a signal (with hands
apart) for 3 years now. This is a very easy correction. We must make sure the batter is ready for
the pitch by properly taking the signal (or simulate taking the signal). Let’s get this right!
Coaches, remember, if your player is going to play after high school, the rule also applies to
taking a signal – it is a PAUSE – after stepping onto the pitcher’s plate with hands apart, to make
sure the batter is ready. Umpires, call it. If you call it early in the season it can be fixed by the
time post season rolls around and the post season umpires will call it.

Slappers – the NFHS/IGHSAU rule about stepping out of the batters box on a hit ball is
different than other softball rule sets. The batter is out if: Rule 7-2 ART. 8... The batter hits the
ball fair or foul while either foot is touching the ground completely outside the lines of the
batter's box or while touching the plate. Break down the play and think of it this way – the
batter can hit the ball – then step out of the batter’s box. She cannot step out of the batter’s
box and then hit the ball.
2022 NFHS Softball Rules Book - NFHS © 2022

Warming up the catcher – catchers (or student athletes warming up the catcher) must wear
a catcher’s helmet complete with throat protection while warming up within the confines of the
field where the umpire has jurisdiction - so the catcher must comply. Case book situation 10.1.2.
If the catcher is outside the field, the umpire may ask the coach to have the correct mask to
warm up pitcher, but outside the fence umpires have no jurisdiction. This is a safety issue,
coaches and umpires! Have team members wear proper equipment!

Uniforms - Eye Black – Iowa Adaptations indicate eye black is to be worn as intended. The
purpose of eye black is to keep the glare out of the players’ eyes. It is not for decoration. No
colors, symbols, decorations, glitter, no “swoops” or other items drawn on the face. If the
umpire tells the player to correct the eye black, please cooperate. Eye black with glitter and red
or blue or yellow face paint seems to be an issue during our first week of play.

Time between innings – there is one minute allowed between half innings Rule 6.2.5. There
is no penalty by rule, but this helps the game flow. Coaches, have your players ready to go at the
end of the half inning. If the second base player is on 2nd base when the last out is recorded, it
could be a team building exercise to have bench players take their glove to them and gather
their helmets and other base running gear. The game flow will be better, I promise!

Lightning AND Thunder – it appears the lightning rule is being followed a bit better this
year. However, games need to be halted when there is thunder – which means lightning is not
far away. If there is a baseball game or another softball game at the same time, all fields should
be stopped for the 30 minutes from the last lightning or thunder. This would apply to
tournaments as well. I know it is tough to wait, but safety is our first concern.

Walk up music – is allowed between batters and between innings, but not between pitches
as it causes delay of the game. If it continues to be an issue, we may have to stop the music
altogether.

Post season - To work post season IGHSAU softball, you must register on Dragonfly, watch
the rules meeting, pass the NFHS/IGHSAU softball exam and attend an IGHSAU sponsored clinic
within the past 3 years. We look at several different types of criteria. Coaches
recommendations from the 2021 season, recommendations by advisors, assigners, evaluations.
I show up at random games during the summer. Some in the metro, some in other parts of the
state. Umpire as if an advisor is always watching. We are looking for the next state umpire.

Rule questions and comments should be directed to the IGHSAU Softball Coordinator of
Officials: Cathy Creighton at cathy@ighsau.org. I am able to receive phone calls most every day
and also emails. Feel free to call your regional advisor, too.
Player eligibility questions are to be referred to Jason Eslinger at jasoneslinger@ighasu.org.
Regional Advisors and their basic geographical areas of responsibility:
Tom Burger, Northeast and eastern Iowa, tomburger88@gmail.com.
Pat Pacha, Southeast and eastern Iowa, pep1@iowatelecom.net
Jim Doyle, Southwest and south Iowa, doylefloor@hotmail.com
Craig Snider, Northwest and western Iowa, craigdsnider@gmail.com
Tom Sullivan, North Iowa, some northeast and northwest, tsullivan@centralsprings.net.
Cathy Creighton, Central Iowa (metro), cathy@ighsau.org, or ccreighton48@gmail.com
The season is under way and the advisors, evaluators and I will be watching. Umpire every
game as if we were watching. Game time is your time, forget about work, the lawn that needs
to be mowed, your next game. Enjoy the softball, your partners, and the student athletes! Call
me if you have any issues.

Cathy

